Romans 2:13-16 Commentary

PREVIOUS NEXT
CLICK VERSE
To go directly to that verse

Romans 2:1
Romans 2:2
Romans 2:3
Romans 2:4
Romans 2:5
Romans 2:6
Romans 2:7
Romans 2:8
Romans 2:9
Romans 2:10
Romans 2:11
Romans 2:12
Romans 2:13
Romans 2:14
Romans 2:15
Romans 2:16
Romans 2:17
Romans 2:18
Romans 2:19
Romans 2:20
Romans 2:21
Romans 2:22
Romans 2:23
Romans 2:24
Romans 2:25
Romans 2:26
Romans 2:27
Romans 2:28
Romans 2:29

Click chart to enlarge
Chart from recommended resource Jensen's Survey of the NT - used by permission
Click Charles Swindoll's overview chart

Source: Dr David Cooper
Click to Enlarge

ROMANS ROAD
to RIGHTEOUSNESS

Romans 1:18-3:20 Romans 3:21-5:21 Romans 6:1-8:39 Romans 9:1-11:36 Romans 12:1-16:27
SIN SALVATION SANCTIFICATION SOVEREIGNTY SERVICE

NEED WAY LIFE SCOPE SERVICE

FOR OF OF OF OF

SALVATION SALVATION SALVATION SALVATION SALVATION


https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_21-2#2:1
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_21-2#2:2
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_2#2:3
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_2#2:4
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_25-8#2:5
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_25-8#2:6
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_27-8#2:7
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_27-8#2:8
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_29-16#2:9
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_29-16#2:10
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_29-16#2:11
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_29-16#2:12
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_213-16#2:13
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_213-16#2:14
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_213-16#2:15
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_213-16#2:16
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_215-29#2:17
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_215-29#2:18
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_215-29#2:19
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_220-23#2:20
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_220-23#2:21
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_220-23#2:22
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_220-23#2:23
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_224-29#2:24
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_224-29#2:25
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_224-29#2:26
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_227-29#2:27
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_227-29#2:28
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_227-29#2:29
https://www.wednesdayintheword.com/resources/jensen.pdf
https://www.preceptaustin.org/files/images/swindoll-romans.jpg

God's Holiness
In

Condemning
Sin

Deadliness
of Sin

Righteousness
Needed

God's Righteousness
IN LAW

God's Grace
In

Justifying
Sinners

Design
of Grace

Righteousness
Credited

God's Righteousness
IMPUTED

God's Power God's Sovereignty Gods Glory
In In The
Sanctifying Saving Object of
Believers Jew and Gentile Service

Demonstration of Salvation

Power Given Promises Fulfilled Paths Pursued

Righteousness Righteousness Righteousness

Demonstrated Restored to Israel Applied

God's Righteousness
OBEYED

God's Righteousness
IN ELECTION

God's Righteousness
DISPLAYED

Slaves to Sin Slaves to God Slaves Serving God
Doctrine Duty
Life by Faith Service by Faith

Modified from Irving L. Jensen's chart above

Romans 2:13 for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. (3PFPI).
(NASB: Lockman)

Greek: ou gar hoi akroatai nomou dikaioi para (to) theo, all hoi poietai nomou dikaiothesontai (3PFPI)

Amplified: For it is not merely hearing the Law [read] that makes one righteous before God, but it is the doers
of the Law who will be held guiltless and acquitted and justified. (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

NLT: For it is not merely knowing the law that brings God's approval. Those who obey the law will be declared
right in God's sight. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: It is not familiarity with the Law that justifies a man in the sight of God, but obedience to it Phillips:
Touchstone)

Wouest: For not those who are instructed in the law are righteous in the presence of God but those who are
doers of the law shall be justified.

Young's Literal: for not the hearers of the law are righteous before God, but the doers of the law shall be
declared righteous:--

FOR NOT THE HEARERS OF THE LAW ARE JUST BEFORE GOD: gar ou gar hoi akroatai nomou dikaioi para (to) theo:

= For it is not the hearers- Ro 2:25-note; Dt 4:1; 5:1; 6:3; 30:12, 13, 14; Ezek 20:11; 33:30, 31, 32, 33; Mt 7:21-note; Mt 7:22,
23-note; Mt 7:24,25-note; Mt 7:26, 27-note; Mt 7:28,29-note; Lk 8:21; Jas 1:19-note; Jas 1:22, 23, 24, 25-note; 1Jn 2:29; 3:7

=« But the doers of the Law - Ezek 33:30, 31, 32; Mt 7:13,14 -note; Mt 7:15,16-note; Mt 7:17, 18, 19, 20-note; Mt 7:21-note Mt
7:22, 23 - note; Lk 6:49+; Lk 8:11, 12, 13, 14, 15+

= Romans 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Remember that in this section (see chart), Paul is NOT explaining the WAY of salvation (justification) but the NEED for salvation. He
is in effect presenting a "tight argument" to "paint the religious moralists" (whether they be Jew or Gentile) into a "proverbial corner,"
with no excuse, no escape, EXCEPT to run to Jesus and take refuge in the Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).

PROFESSIONAL HEARERS
OR
PROFICIENT DOERS?

Jews attended their synagogues, week after week hearing the law read and explained to them. They wereprofessional hearers but
should have been proficient doers! (cf Jas 1:22-note)
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Middletown Bible - Romans 2:13-15 are parenthetical (to see this, read verse 12 and then go directly to verse 16). The structure
here is that of inverted parallelism (also known as CHIASM) and can be simply explained as follows:

A1 Verse 12a -- refers to the Gentiles (who do not have the law)
B1 Verse 12b -- refers to the Jews (who have the law)
B2 Verse 13 -- refers to the Jews

A2 Verses 14-15 -- refers to the Gentiles

This verse refers to the Jews who had the law and who heard the law. It is not enough just to have the law. It
is not enough just to hear the law. A person must DO (keep, obey) the law. Paul’'s argument is very simple:
The Jews had the law (possessed it), they heard the law, but they did not do the law, and therefore the Jews
are condemned!

For (gar) is a marker of cause or reason (See term of explanation) positioned after a preceding clause and introducing the reason
or cause for what has just been stated) looks at the last clause of Ro 2:12-note and explains why the Jews shall be judged by the
Law. Whenever you spot a "for" (there are over 7000 in Scripture, and most are used as a term of explanation), pause and ponder,
what is being explained, why now, to whom, etc.

Not - Note that "NOT" is the Greek word "ou" which signifies absolute negation of what follows. Paul is saying that merely 'hearing"
the Law justifies absolutely no one. The Jew boasted in knowing the Law, but Christ said, "None of you keep the Law." Applying
this passage to the modern church, in the opinion of many evangelical pastors there are many individuals who upon hearing the
gospel preached have made an outward "profession" but whose lives fail to exhibit fruit in keeping with genuine repentance (Mt 3:8)
or good works (Eph 2:10-note) that indicate that they have been truly born again.

Just (1342)(dikaios from dike = right, just) is an adjective which describes the one who is in right relation to another, the one who is
morally and ethically righteous, upright or just the man who is in accordance with what God requires. God is totally righteous
because He is totally as He should be. The righteousness of God which He requires is all that God is, all that He commands, all that
He demands, all that He approves and ultimately all that He provides (through Christ).

Mere knowledge of the Law ("hearers") will not satisfy requirement for perfect righteousness. It is not thehearers, but the doers,
that are justified (cf Jas 1:22-note). God’s righteous judgment is not withheld because someone has heard the Law. It is only held
back if someone has done the Law. Ultimately only One has "done" the Law perfectly and we must run to Him and be covered by
His imputed righteousness.

The Jew may think that he is saved because he has the Law. Paul is saying that the question he needs to address "Have | kept the
Law?" The Jews may have possessed the Law but they did not practice the Law. And of course no man can "practice the law"
unless they are given a divine "heart transplant” (cp Ezek 36:26-27) which is exactly what Paul is building up to in his indictment of
everyone stillin Adam and dead in their trespasses and sins. In a similar manner, a Gentile might suppose that he is saved
because he has kept the dictates of his own conscience. When they say this, they are showing the "work of the Law written in their"
hearts. Paul is arguing logically that clearly it is not possible to be justified by keeping the law, whether in a "Jewish" sense (they had
the law) or a "Gentile" sense (they had conscience which showed they knew the principles stated in the written Law). And ultimately
both groups "will be condemned, not because they have the Law or do not have (a written copy of) the Law,but because they have
sinned." (Morris)

HCSB - Deuteronomy 6:4 calls Israel to "listen" ("Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one." Lxx uses a different verb
akouo in the aorist imperative, not akroates which does not call for associated obedience) to the declaration of God's identity, but
Dt 6:5 follows up by saying that merely listening is not enough. One must love God with the whole heart, which entails obedience.
And yet no one will be declared righteous by obeying the law, for no one obeys the law perfectly (Ro 3:20,23; Gal 2:16; Jas 2:8-11).
The only incorrupt doer of the law was Jesus, the Righteous One.

Hearers (202) (akroates from the verb akouo = hear with attention) first describes one who hears referring primarily to the
perception of sounds by the sense of hearing. It was used to describe those who sat passively in an audience and listened to a
singer or speaker. The use of this term by Paul implies that in ancient times their was frequent public reading of the Scriptures along
with oral instruction.

James writes - But prove (present imperative = command to make this your lifestyle, the habit of your life) yourselves doers of the
word, and not merely hearers (akroates) who delude themselves. (James 1:22-note)

In light of the fact that Paul is addressing his Jewish brethren, Rogers' note is interesting...


http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1342
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=202&l=en

In the Jewish home, the education process, and in the synagogue worship, the hearing of the Law read
aloud played an important part in Jewish life. The rabbis also stressed very strongly the necessity of keeping
the Law (Rogers, C L - New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament)

Denney - No degree of familiarity with the law avails if it is not done. Ed: But the only way it can be "done" is empowered by the
Holy Spirit - Php 2:13-note).

Vincent writes that "hearers" are those...

Like the Jews...heard it regularly in the synagogues. (Akroates is found) Only here in Paul. Three times in
James. It brings out, better than the participle hoi akouontes those that hear, the characteristic feature; those
whose business is hearing.

Hiebert - Among the Greeks, akroates was a common term for persons who were attendants at a lecture but not disciples of the
lecturer. They were hearers who in life did not follow the instructions given. It is a common human failing from which Christians are
not exempt. If all who are auditors of the Word on Sunday would put it into practice during the week, what a difference that would
make! Roberts tartly remarks, "Our churches are filled with spiritual sponges who soak up the information, sit, sour, and eventually
stink!" (Ibid)

Henry Alford - This is to explain to the Jew the fact, that not his mere hearing of the law read in the synagogue (his being by birth
and privilege a Jew) will justify him before God, but (still keeping to general principles and not touching as yet on the impossibility of
being thus justified) the doing of the law.

MacArthur - Paul here does not use the usual Greek term for hearing @@kouo) but the word akroates, which was used of those
whose business it is to listen. The idea is much like that of a college student. His primary purpose in class is to listen to the teacher’s
instruction. Normally, he also has the responsibility of being accountable for what he hears and is tested on it. If he is simply
auditing, however, he is required only to attend the class sessions. He takes no tests and receives no grade. In other words, he
listens without being held accountable for what he hears. In many synagogues during Paul’s time, teaching did not focus on
Scripture but on the system of man-made traditions that the rabbis had developed over the centuries since the Exile. Frequently,
God’'s Word in the OT was merely read and listened to, without explanation or application. Most Jews, therefore, were simply
“auditing the course,” hearers of the Law and nothing more. But God recognizes no mere “auditors” of His Word. The more a
person hears His truth, the more he is responsible for believing and obeying it. Unless there is obedience, the greater the hearing,
the greater the judgment.”

BUT THE DOERS OF THE LAW WILL BE JUSTIFIED: all hoi poietai nomou dikaiothesontai (3PFPI):

= Ro 3:20,23; 10:5; Lk 10:25, 26, 27, 28, 29; Gal 3:11,12

= Doers Mt 7:21; 12:50; Lk 11:28; 2C08:11; Jas 1:22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27; 4:11

= justified Ro 3:30; 4:2, 3, 4, 5; Ps 143:2; Lk 18:14; Acts 13:39; Gal 2:16; 5:4; James 2:21, 22, 23, 24, 25see notes
= See Torrey's Topic Justification before God, see articles in ISBE Easton

= Romans 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

ARE DOERS OF THE LAW
REALLY JUSTIFIED?

But (alla) introduces a strong contrast (seeterm of contrast) which should always prompt one to pause and ponder, asking
questions like "What is being contrasted?," etc. The contrast is easy to discern in this case--hearers versus doers.

John Piper - “Doers of the Law will be justified.” It does not say, “By doing works of the Law you will be justified.” It simply says that
the ones who will be justified are also those who are doers of the law.There is no causal connection asserted. So the verse is
not a contradiction of Romans 3:20-note which says, “By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” There is nothing in Romans
2:13b that keeps us from believing in justification by faith alone. Faith is required by the Law, and faith is the sole means of union
with Christ whose righteousness vindicates us at the judgment. All the other obedience that comes from faith is the fruit of that union
(cp Ro 1:5-note, Ro 16:26-note, James 2:14-26-note), not the means of it. So Romans 2:13b is not a contradiction of Paul’s teaching

of justification by faith alone. (There Is No Partiality With God, Part 2

Justified (1344) (dikaioo from dike = right, expected behavior or conformity, not according to one’s own standard, but according to
an imposed standard with prescribed punishment for nonconformity) primarily means to deem to be right.
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Dikaioo describes the act (note an act, not a process!) by which a man is brought into a right state of relationship to God.Dikaioo is
a legal term having to do with the law and the the courtroom, where it represented the legally binding verdict of the judge. This is the
sense in which Paul uses dikaioo in this section in Romans (Ro 3:21-5:11) in which he unfolds the doctrine of justification.

The meaning of dikaioo depends on the context and depending on which lexicon you consult you will come up with a variety of
definitions so the following is an attempt as classifying most of the NT uses, but please be a Berean and do you own study of this
word.

(1) To cause someone to be in a proper or right relation with someone else This use corresponds to the
vitally important truth imputed righteousness and thus means to justify or to declare righteous, which is only
accomplished by faith and not by works as explained in definition #2.

Romans 3:24-note being justified (declared righteous and in proper or right relation to
God) as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus

Titus 3:7-note that being justified (declared righteous and in proper or right relation to
God) by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

(2) To show to be right or righteous. (James uses dikaioo in this sense - to show to be righteous. - James
2:21-note, James 2:24, 25- note)

Matthew 11:19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a
gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!'" Yet wisdom is
vindicated (dikaioo - shown to be right, proved to be in the right and accepted by God)
by her deeds."

Luke 7:35 "Yet wisdom is vindicated (dikaioo - shown to be right) by all her children.”
Dikaioo - 39x in the NT -

Mt 11:19; 12:37; Lk. 7:29, 35; 10:29; 16:15; 18:14; Acts 13:38, 39; Ro 2:13; 3:4, 20, 24, 26, 28, 30; 4:2, 5; 5:1,
9;6:7; 8:30, 33; 1Co. 4:4; 6:11; Gal. 2:16f; 3:8, 11, 24; 5:4; 1Tim. 3:16; Titus 3:7; Jas. 2:21, 24, 25.

John MacArthur - Dikaioo "means to declare the rightness of something or someone. Justification is God’s declaration that all the
demands of the law are fulfilled on behalf of the believing sinner through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Justification is a wholly
forensic, or legal, transaction. It changes the judicial standing of the sinner before God. In justification, God imputes the perfect
righteousness of Christ to the believer’'s account, then declares the redeemed one fully righteous. Justification must be distinguished
from sanctification, in which God actually imparts Christ’s righteousness to the sinner. While the two must be distinguished,
justification and sanctification can never be separated. God does not justify whom He does not sanctify." (MacArthur, J: Romans 1-8.

Chicago: Moody Press)

The Law demands perfect (cf James 2:10) and continuous obedience for one to be "justified". Paul has clearly stated that no one is
accounted righteous simply because he hears or knows what the Law says. The only conceivable way of being justified under
the Law would be to keep it in its entirety. But since all men are sinners, it is impossible for them to do this. So this verse is really
setting forth an ideal (and literally impossible) condition rather than stating something that is capable of human attainment (except for
the God-Man, Christ Jesus! cf Mt 5:17-note).

Constable - It is not hearing the law that makes a person acceptable to God, butdoing what it commands (Ro 2:13). ‘Justified” is
a legal term that is suitable in this discussion of law observance. Justification is a legal verdict. It reflects a person’s position under
the law. The justified person is one whom God sees as righteous in relation to His law (cf. Dt 25:1). Thejustified person is not
necessarily blameless; he may have done things that are wrong. Nevertheless in the eyes of the law he is not culpable. He does not
have to pay for his crimes. Paul said in Ro 2:13 that God would declare righteous the person who did not just listen to the Mosaic
Law but did what it required. The Law warned that anything short of perfect obedience to it (James 2:10), even reading or studying it
or hearing it preached and taught, which Jews relied on, made a person guilty before God (Dt 27:26; cf. Gal 3:10). Moses therefore
urged the Israelites to accept and believe in the promised Messiah (e.g., Deut 18:15). (Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible)
(Bolding added)

Paul will bring the truth about justification to fruition in Romans 3. In this chapter he is making it clear that no manin his own
strength cab be justified before God.

MacDonald has a nice summary of this section

"The NT teaches emphatically that it is impossible for man to be justified by law-keeping (Acts 13:39; Ro
3:20-note; Gal 2:16, 21; 3:11). It was never God’s intention that anyone be saved by the law. Even if a person
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could keep it perfectly from this day forward, he still would not be justified, because God requires that which is
past. So when verse 13 says that doers of the law will be justified, we must understand it as meaning that the
law demands obedience, and if anyone could produce perfect obedience from the day he was born, he would
be justified. But the cold, hard fact is that no one can produce this." (MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. Believer's
Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments. Nashville: Thomas Nelson)

William Newell writes

"Yet it is deeply instructive here to quote a passage like that of [Lu 1:6], concerning Zacharias and Elizabeth:
"They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly inall the commandments and
requirements of the Lord." Now their walk was not the ground of their acceptance (Ed note: but is was the
fruit of their faith), although only such as they are accepted! For they were subject to God’s Word, not mere
hearers, but doers. (Ed note: again the only way Zacharias & Elizabeth could have been righteous "doers" is

because they had at some point in time believed God's promises concerning the Messiah and God had
reckoned their faith to them as righteousness [cf Ro 4:5-note] Luke does not tell us when they believed but
from Romans & Galatians there is no other way they could have been declared righteous). The first verse of
the book of Job (Job 1:1) describes another such person. Indeed, at heart all God’s saints are such." (Romans
2)

Newell's point is that genuine saving faith results in a declaration of their righteousness and a consequent obedient and godly
lifestyle, even though punctuated with fleshly failure from time to time. When God measured the deeds of the Jews, He found them
to be as wicked as those of the Gentiles. The fact that the Jews occasionally celebrated a feast or a Sabbath did not change the fact
that their consistent daily life was one of disobedience to God and to His perfect Law. God’s blessings did not lead them to
repentance. The majority of them heard the Law but did not do the Law (the righteous remnant like Zacharias and Elizabeth being
exceptions) and so were not justified or declared righteous (in right standing) before God.

CAN | GET TO HEAVEN BY
KEEPING THE LAW?

Middletown Bible - Consider the expression: "THE DOERS OF THE LAW SHALL BE JUSTIFIED" (v.13). Does this mean that a
person can get to heaven by keeping God’s law? Consider the following facts:

(1) Don’t forget the purpose of these early chapters in Romans. Paul is demonstrating that all men (Jews and
Gentiles alike) are lost and condemned before God. Paul is showing that all men are condemned. Later in
Romans he will show what a person must do to be saved (compare Romans 3:28; 5:1; 10:9-13 etc.).

(2) Later in the book of Romans Paul makes it very clear that a person is not saved by keeping the law (see
Romans 3:20).

(3) "THE DOERS OF THE LAW SHALL BE JUSTIFIED" -- let's admit that this is a true statement. Those who
keep the law will be saved. Theoretically this is true but practically it will never happen! As men stand before
the holy Judge, all lawkeepers will be justified and all lawbreakers will be condemned. The problem is that
there is no person who is a lawkeeper, no, not one (compare Romans 3:10-12).

It is possible (theoretically) to gain eternal life by keeping the law. Let’'s consider what the Bible says about
this:

A) In Romans 10:5 we learn that the person who does the things contained in the law shall live (compare
Leviticus 18:5).

B) In Matthew 19:16-19 the Lord Jesus taught that to have eternal life you must keep the commandments. In
Luke 10:25-28 we have a similar message: Keep the commandments and you will have eternal life.

The problem: Is it possible for a sinful man to keep God’s holy law? Has anyone ever
kept the Ten Commandments perfectly? Has anyone loved God and loved his neighbor
perfectly (compare Matthew 22:36-40)? Is anyone truly a lawkeeper or are we all guilty
lawbreakers?

C) Galatians 3:10-13. The man who keeps God’s law perfectly is blessed. The man who fails to keep God'’s
law perfectly is cursed and condemned and worthy of death. The good news of the gospel is that Christ died
for lawbreakers (Gal. 3:13) and He took our curse upon Himself.

Thus, Paul’'s argument: "Listen my Jewish brothers, it is not enough to hear the law. You


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0840719728?v=glance
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=297&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1342&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1727&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2316&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4198&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=273&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3956&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1785&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1345&l=en
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2962&l=en
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/newell/romans.iii.html

must obey the law perfectly or else you are under the curse and condemnation of God!"
Those who wish to be justified by the law must keep the entire law and must keep it

perfectly. (Romans Chapter 2)

Torrey's Topic
Justification Before God

= Promised in Christ -Isaiah 45:25; 53:11
s |Is the act of God -Isaiah 50:8; Romans 8:33

UNDER LAW

= Requires perfect obedience -Leviticus 18:5; Romans 10:5; 2:13; James 2:10
= Man cannot attain to -dJob 9:2,3,20; 25:4; Psalms 130:3; 143:2; Romans 3:20; 9:31,32

UNDER THE GOSPEL

= s not of works -Acts 13:39; Romans 8:3; Galatians 2:16; 3:11

= s not of faith and works united -Ac 15:1-29; Ro 3:28; 11:6; Ga 2:14, 15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21; 5:4
= Is by faith alone -John 5:24; Acts 13:39; Romans 3:30; 5:1; Galatians 2:16

= s of grace -Romans 3:24; 4:16; 5:17-21

= In the name of Christ -1Cor 6:11

« By imputation of Christ’s righteousness -Is 61:10; Je 23:6; Ro 3:22; 5:18; 1Co 1:30; 2Co 5:21
= By the blood of Christ -Romans 5:9

= By the resurrection of Christ -Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:17

» Blessedness of -Psalms 32:1,2; Romans 4:6-8

= Frees from condemnation -Isaiah 50:8,9; 54:17; Romans 8:33,34

= Entitles to an inheritance -Titus 3:7

= Ensures glorification -Romans 8:30

= The wicked shall not attain to -Exodus 23:7

BY FAITH

=« Revealed under the Old Testament age -Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17
=« Excludes boasting -Romans 3:27; 4:2; 1 Corinthians 1:29,31

= Does not make void the law -Romans 3:30,31; 1 Corinthians 9:21

« Typified -Zechariah 3:4,5

= lllustrated -Luke 18:14

Exemplified

= Abraham -Genesis 15:6
= Paul -Philippians 3:8,9

Romans 2:14 For when Gentiles who do not have (PAPNPN) the Law do (3SPAS) instinctively the things of the Law, these,
not having (PAPMPN) the Law, are (3PPAI) a law to themselves (NASB: Lockman)

Greek: hotan gar ethne ta me nomon echonta (PAPNPN) phusei ta tou nomou poiosin (3SPAS), outoi nomon
me echontes (PAPMPN) heautois eisin (3PPAI) nomos

Amplified: When Gentiles who have not the [divine] Law do instinctively what the Law requires, they are a law
to themselves, since they do not have the Law. (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

GWT: For example, whenever non-Jews who don't have laws from God do by nature the things that Moses'
Teachings contain, they are a law to themselves even though they don't have any laws from God.
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NLT: Even when Gentiles, who do not have God's written law, instinctively follow what the law says, they show
that in their hearts they know right from wrong. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: When the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of the Law, act in accordance with it by the light of
nature, they show that they have a law in themselves, for they demonstrate the effect of a law operating in
their own hearts. (Phillips: Touchstone)

Wouest: For whenever Gentiles, who do not have law, do habitually by nature the things of the law, these not
having law, are a law to themselves

Young's Literal: For, when nations that have not a law, by nature may do the things of the law, these not
having a law -- to themselves are a law

FOR WHEN: hotan gar:

= Romans 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

For (gar) is a marker of cause or reason positioned after a preceding clause and introducing the reason or cause for what has just
been stated (see term of explanation) and here looks back not to Ro 2:13 but to Ro 2:12. Paul is explaining that the Gentiles also
have a law so to speak by which they will be judged. Paul explains in this section that the Gentiles can be condemned without the
law because their conscience (which is the work of the law written in their hearts) is enough to condemn them. As testimony to the
truth of this principle, it is interesting to note that many of the unsaved pagan writers of Paul’s day referred to the "unwritten law"
within man. Even these pagans recognized that there was something instinctively present within a man or a woman which tries to
direct us in the right way. Remember that although all men are totally depraved in the sense that they cannot do anything that is
righteously good, they can do a "man kind of good" like honoring their parents, paying their debts, etc. But every time they do that
they prove that there is a law within them that points to that as good. Are they lost? Yes. Can they claim ignorance? No. As Paul
pointed out in Romans 1, creation is around them proclaiming that God exists. In Romans 2 Paul is piling up the evidence against
them, showing that by their conduct they prove that they have an inner moral law.

Ray Stedman - Now, men are continually charging God with injustice because, they say, He condemns men to hell who have never
heard of Jesus Christ. This is the most frequently voiced charge against the Christian gospel. We are always hearing somebody say,
"Well, what about the heathen who never hear about Christ? How can a just God condemn them to hell without their hearing about
Christ?" But, you see, God never condemns anybody on that basis. As we are told right here...That is, if you disobey the truth that
you have, even though you have never heard of Moses or of Christ, you perish, not because you didn't hear of Moses or of
Christ, but because you have disobeyed truth that you already know -- that is the whole point. If you know of Moses and of
Christ, and you still disobey the truth, you perish also, because your condemnation is even greater -- because of the
greater light involved. (Ed note: See above for discussion of the principle of judgment proportionate to light received) But, as it
says here, even pagans have a form of basic l